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In the name of Allaah, As-Salaam (The Peace), Al-Qahhaar (The Subduer). May peace and blessings be 
upon the Prophet, who was sent as a mercy to all  mankind, his family and companions. As for what  
follows;

Sheikh  Muhammad  ibn  'Abdullaah  as-Subayl,  may  Allaah  preserve  him,  says  explaining  this 
prophetic narration:

“From the guidance of Al-Mustafaa, صلى ا عليه وسلم, was the spreading of the salaam, i.e. islaamic 
greetings. He would constantly command and encourage the people with this. He, صلى ا عليه وسلم 
informed that the greetings began from the time Aadam was created, صلى ا عليه وسلم. And that it would 
be his greeting and the greeting of his offspring. It has come in Bukhaari and Muslim on the authority 
of Abu Hurayrah, may Allaah be pleased with him: The Messenger of Allaah, صلى ا عليه وسلم, said:

"Allaah created Aadam making him sixty cubits tall. When He created him, He said to him, "Go and 
greet that group of angels, and listen to their reply, for it will be your greeting and the greeting of your 
offspring." So, Aadam said (to the angels), As Salamu 'alaykum, i.e. Peace be upon you. The angels 
said, "As salaamu 'alayka wa rahmatul Allaahi", i.e. Peace and Allaah's mercy be upon you. Thus the 
angels added to Aadam's salutation the expression, 'and the mercy of Allaah.' Any person who will 
enter Paradise will resemble Aadam (in appearance and figure). And people have not ceased 
decreasing in stature since Aadam's creation."[1]

The Messenger of Allaah, صلى ا عليه وسلم, encouraged the spreading of the islaamic greetings in many 
prophetic narrations and informed that the initiator is free from haughtiness and that it brings about 
love and affection between the Muslims. 

From those texts showing the virtues of the islaamic greetings is the prophetic narration on the 
authority of 'Abdullaah ibn 'Amr, may Allaah be pleased with him, that a man asked the Prophet, صلى ا 
 said: "To feed others and to ,صلى ا عليه وسلم ,which (type of deeds in) Islaam are the best? He ,عليه وسلم
give the salaam to those whom you know and don't know."[2]

And on the authority of Abu Hurayrah, may Allaah be pleased with him, said: The Messenger of Allaah, 
 said: "The rights of a muslim over another are six: "...give him the salaam when you ,صلى ا عليه وسلم
meet him."[3]

2

On the auhority of Abu Hurayrah, may Allaah be pleased with him, said: 
The Messenger of Allaah, :said ,ص''لى ا علي''ه وس''لم   "You will not enter 
paradise until  you believe, and you will  not believe until  you 
love one another, shall I not direct you to a thing that if you do 
it  you  will  love  one  another?  Spread  the  salaam  (islaamic 
greetings) amongst yourselves." [Muslim]
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Also from the manners of the salaam is that the inferior should give them to the virtuous one, the 
young to the old, a small group to a bigger one, the riding to the one walking and the walking to the 
one sitting. These are the manners and morals that the Messenger, صلى ا عليه وسلم, taught his nation. 

It is befitting that the muslim shouldn't be stingy to anyone amongst the Muslims regarding the 
spreading of the salaam. The Messenger, صلى ا عليه وسلم, said: “I haven't seen anyone stingier than 
you except one who is stingy with the salaam.”[4]

On the authority of Anas, may Allaah be pleased with him, said: The Messenger of Allaah, صلى ا عليه 
passed by a group of young boys and gave them the salaam.[5] ,وسلم

On the authority of Jareer, may Allaah be pleased with him, said that the Prophet, صلى ا عليه وسلم, 
passed by some women and gave them the salaam.[6]

Therefore it is upon the Muslim to characterize himself with the manners of the Prophet, صلى ا عليه 
 by spreading the salaam even to women if he is safe from fitnah, i.e. trial(s). For example she is ,وسلم
an old women and he doesn't fear being troubled by her. Now if she is a young girl, e.g. teenager or 
the like, then it isn't befitting to give the salaam nor vice-versa out of precaution from fitnah. Because 
the Messenger, صلى ا عليه وسلم, said: "I have not left behind a trial more harmful upon the men than the 
women."[7]

And Allaah states: “...then be not soft in speech, lest he in whose heart is a disease (of hypocrisy, or  
evil desire for adultery, etc.) should be moved with desire...”[33:32]

And from the manners of the salaam is that you do not iniate them to non-muslims due to the 
statement of the Messenger, صلى ا عليه وسلم: "Do not iniate the salaam to the Jews or Christians...”[8] 
But if you pass by a gathering where there are both, muslims and non-muslims, then you give the 
salaam due to the right of the muslims upon you.

From the manners of the salaam is that he races to return them, rather it is obligatory to do so. Iniating 
them is recommended however returning them is obligatory even if it's from a non-muslim due to the 
prophetic narration where he, صلى ا عليه وسلم, said: "If the people of the Book give you the salaam then 
say: “And upon you likewise."[9]

Likewise in the prophetic narration of 'Aaisha, may Allaah be pleased with her that she said: "Some 
Jews came to the Prophet, صلى ا عليه وسلم, and said: "May death be upon you." The Prophet, صلى ا عليه 
 ".responded: "And upon you ,وسلم

'Aaisha, may Allaah be pleased with her, said: "May death be upon you, the curse and anger of 
Allaah." The Messenger of Allaah, صلى ا عليه وسلم, said: "Easy O' 'Aaisha, be gentle. Allaah loves 
gentleness in all affairs. And beware of roughness and obscene behavior."
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She said: "Did you not hear what they said?!" He said: “And did you not hear what I said? I responded 
to them and therefore my response will be answered and not theirs."[10]

This incident shows the magnificent character of the Messenger, صلى ا عليه وسلم.

O' Allaah send peace and salutations upon Your best messenger and most noblest prophet, his family 
and companions.”
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